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- There were three students in the study: Mária Pinčíková (1st year), Stanislav Králík (2nd year) 

and Marek Janičík (3rd year). 

- The sponsor of the course has changed. 

- A new accreditation was prepared and approved. 

 

In the current academic year, the teaching was expanded on a trial basis by the Doctoral 

Seminar, which is conceived as a joint meeting of doctoral students (and, if possible, 

supervisors), and which consists of a gradual systematic presentation of the doctoral project 

combined with discussion and feedback.   

 

The first meeting took place in the autumn of 2021. A total of three meetings were held in the 

summer semester, during which all three PhD students made presentations in turn. Each 

session was devoted to one presentation and discussion: the actual presentation was 30-45 min, 

with another 30-45 min of discussion. The meeting was also attended by the supervisors prof. 

Jan Gogola and doc. Ivan Ostrochovský.  

 

This joint, focused and intensive format proved to be productive and inspiring for clarifying the 

overall project concept and solving partial problems. The PhD students greatly appreciated 

both the opportunities and suggestions for feedback and the format of the joint meeting itself.  

 

During the presentations, the following emerged as the main problems: (a) unclear connection 

between the artistic and theoretical parts of the PhD project, (b) insufficient conception and 

methodology of the theoretical work, (c) weak progress in the development of the project.   

 

I believe that the following points are crucial for the development of doctoral studies: 

(1) Systematic and conceptual collaboration between the doctoral student and the supervisor. 

(2) Theoretical, methodological and practical support for the implementation of the theoretical 

part of the dissertation. 

(3) The introduction of a dual supervision model - for the artistic and theoretical work. 

(4) Reducing the workload of PhD students in the school (teaching and other work duties). 

(5) Strengthening the number of PhD students. 

(6) Extension of the study period to 4 years. 

 

Some of these points were incorporated in the new accreditation, where, among others, the 

compulsory courses Doctoral Seminar I-VI and Dissertation Project: theoretical work I-VI were 

introduced. 

prof. PhDr. Jiří Voráč, Ph.D.  

 

 



 

Field of study: Art 

Study programme: Theatre Arts - full-time and part-time 
 

 

a, Pedagogical intent, content and objectives of the programme: 

1st year ArtD. 

2nd year ArtD. 

3rd year ArtD. 

4th year ArtD. 

 

  In the academic year 2021/2022, teaching took place regularly every month in the form 

of so-called Doctoral Fridays, with distance learning in the winter term and a combined form in 

the summer term, with a gradual complete transition to the full-time form of teaching 

(depending on the release of anti-epidemiological measures). In the distance form of teaching, 

some lectures and seminars (provided by lecturers from the Department of Acting) were held 

by mutual agreement of students and lecturers outside the cycle of doctoral Fridays. This was 

mainly for psycho-hygiene reasons, as online teaching places different demands on 

concentration and mental workload than face-to-face teaching. There were regular 

consultations between supervisors, consultants and doctoral students, and the progress of 

doctoral students in writing their dissertation and their dissertation research was monitored. 

Individual subjects were provided by the teachers according to the valid study plan, taking into 

account the individual orientations and needs of doctoral students (dissertation topics, own 

experimental research, completion of study and work placements). Within the subject Artistic, 

pedagogical and research activities, students regularly participated under the supervision of 

their supervisors and teachers of lower years in the teaching of the assigned subjects according 

to the valid study plans of the individual study programmes - Acting and DDR. They were also 

actively involved in the preparation and implementation of the international festival of art 

schools - Artorium 2021, prepared for publication the 1st issue of the doctoral journal Acta 

teatralia neosoliensis, were instrumental in the organization of the international Banská 

Bystrica theatre conference entitled Theatre in a changing world and the transformation of 

theatre, published in the journal ART3.  The study process in winter and summer terms was 

concluded by two doctoral colloquia, where the results of the doctoral students' research were 

presented, new parts of the dissertation and the overall activity and outputs of the doctoral 

students were elaborated, and a group pedagogical evaluation took place. Traditionally, the 

colloquia also included discussions with doctoral students about the possibilities of improving 

the doctoral study programme in Theatre Arts, about what and how they would need help or 

support from the side of teachers, doctoral students exchanged their experiences with 

completing internships, workshops, projects or passing state examinations. In the summer 

term, admission interviews, dissertation examinations and dissertation defences took place - 3 

PhD students successfully passed their dissertation examinations, 1 PhD student defended 

his/her dissertation, 1 PhD student was admitted in the external form. 

 



b, Indication of the number of students who have participated in the teaching process and the 

number of students who have been or are on a placement abroad / Erasmus + / : 9/3 

1st ArtD. year Peter Galdík - completed a mobility abroad in Warsaw, PL 

Jaroslava Sisáková 

2nd ArtD. year  Lucia Rakúsová- foreign mobility in Prague, Czech Republic 

Matúš Hollý (ext.) 

Gabriela Csinová (ext.) 

3rd ArtD. year  Filip Jekkel - completed mobility abroad in Glasgow, Scotland 

David Szöke (ext.) 

Viktor Kollár (ext.) 

4th ArtD. year  Mikuláš Macala 

 

c, For each student there must be an assignment of an artistic performance or artistic project: 

Students participated in the preparation of graduation productions in the lower years, L. 

Rakúsová started the preparation of her artistic performance for the defence of her dissertation 

in the form of directing a theatre production (V. Klimáček: Boredom on the Beach), students 

also carried out artistic outputs in professional practice - the outputs of creative theatre activity 

(similarly of publishing activity) are registered in CREUČ/CREPČ. Each student in a given 

academic year has been registered in the CREUČ/CREPČ. In the same year, the student has 

fulfilled the conditions set out in the course Artistic, Pedagogical and Research Activity. 

 

d, Assessment of the level of theoretical knowledge acquired and the extent of the student's 

development of practical skills: 

  Doctoral colloquia have shown that all students have not only acquired theoretical 

knowledge at the necessary/ILP specified level, but within the framework of writing their 

dissertations they have been able to use it creatively, develop it, bring new and original 

theoretical suggestions and conclusions. The students also demonstrated excellent teaching 

skills, delivering some of the lessons in the lower year courses independently with positive 

feedback from the DDR and Acting students. Thus, in addition to self-development, they were 

very helpful to Faculty in the doctoral level who were involved in the modification of the various 

curricula as part of the HEI accreditation process, which entailed a tremendous time and 

administrative burden. In addition to pedagogical skills, students also developed their 

artistic/performance skills - the quality and development of which is evidenced by 

performances on professional platforms at home and abroad (theatres, festivals, guided 

workshops) - and publishing and other professional skills (presentations at colloquia abroad, 

scholarly articles in AU and non-AU publishing platforms). These outputs demonstrate a very 

good level of acquisition and development of students' knowledge, skills and personalities.  

  

e, Positive and negative trends, results, examples that were noteworthy , or typical of the period: 

  Positive factors were the improvement of the organisation of studies, the mutual 

information between students and teachers (and vice versa), the greater willingness to 

participate in the planned development of the PhD programme. Students were very actively 

involved in debates and meetings within the framework of the modifications of the PhD 



programme for its accreditation by SAAVŠ. They also willingly participated in some of the sub-

tasks that resulted from the accreditation process, e.g. checking the formality of the ILP, 

curriculum tables, program council meetings, writing minutes of meetings, etc.   

A negative trend, but we assume only in the short term, was the transition from distance to full-

time study in the summer term. A number of students showed difficulties in fitting in their 

schedules, resulting in occasional absences from courses. However, it is important to note that 

the relaxation of restrictions has brought about a need to 'catch up', particularly in the area of 

the so-called 'living arts'. Thus, not only did the teaching of practical subjects and the 

preparation of school productions gain momentum, but also the theatres in which the students 

perform began to rehearse, perform and premiere new productions publicly/live intensively. 

 

f, Evaluation of other specific requirements, criteria due to the individual nature of the teaching: 

  

Doctoral students must frequently visit various archives and documentation centres for the 

purpose of writing their dissertations. Several such institutions require confirmations/requests 

from the sending institutions during and after the anti-pandemic measures. Thus, we propose 

that at the beginning of each academic year, such documents should be issued by the Dean to 

each student. The question was also raised of the possible need for negotiations on the part of 

the FDU with institutions (theatres, conservatoires, etc.) in the event of their unwillingness to 

accommodate PhD students in harmonizing the PhD student's schedule (attendance at courses 

and colloquia), despite previous mutual agreements. It would be a good idea to consider 

whether the School can be of any help to PhD students in this regard.  

  

g, Provision of a summary of awards, testimonials, presentations and student participation in 

projects, performances, exhibitions, workshops, etc. 

Selected ones: 

- Participation in national and international festivals and artistic outputs are recorded in 

CREUČ. 

- The production Mowgli (dramaturgy Peter Galdík) won a prize at the Czech festival Skoupova 

Plzeň. 

- Foreign mobility at Acting Coach Scotland Glasgow - intensive training in acting technique 

"Practical aesthetics" (Filip Jekkel). 

- Operetta Gala, Klangantrisch Festival 2022, Switzerland - dramaturgy-directing collaboration 

with composer and conductor Marian Lejava (Lucia Katreniak-Rakúsová). 

- Project Persephone - cooperation with the Tamara Asylum House in Trnava, the project was 

carried out under the auspices of the Slovak National Theatre (Viktor Kollár). 

- Invited lecture at the Department of Theatre Studies at Masaryk University in Brno as part of 

the Horizons of Theatre Studies lecture series (Filip Jekkel). 

- Lectures connected with a creative workshop for students of the first year of the Master's 

degree in the study programme Teacher of Slovak Language and Literature in Combination and 

foreign students in the study programme Philology-Slovak in Linguocultural Competence of 

Foreign Students at the Matej Bel University in Banská Bystrica; Faculty of Arts; Department 

of Slovak Language and Communication (Lucia Katreniak Rakúsová). 



- Member of the ad hoc expert committee for the evaluation of the study programme Media 

Studies at the Faculty of Arts of the PU in Prešov, in the group of study fields Social, Economic 

and Legal Sciences (Jaroslava Sisáková).  

- Preparation of the international project Miracles (Filip Jekkel), involving artists from Iceland, 

Liechtenstein, Slovakia and Norway (planned premiere of the first part in August 2022, the 

whole project in July 2023). 

 

prof. Mgr. Matúš Oľha, PhD. 

doc. Mgr. art. František Výrostko, f. m. prof. 


